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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
CALVINISTIC CONTRADICTIONS. 
I last evening attended meeting in the Rev. Dr. 


Cc r’s church, and heard a lecture from John iii. 
3, by a stranger. ‘The preacher in his preliminary 
remarks said, that God’s purpose was immutable. 
That nothing could prevent his carrying his designs 
into effect, and that he would “pamn the WHOLE 
WoRLD rather than permit a single iota of his pur- 
pose to fail.” I pitied the manifest ignorance of 
the young man, and could attribute this awful de- 
claration to nothing else but prejudice and the in- 
fluence of early imbibed opinions, I wished however 
to ask him, what we must understand by God’s 
purpose? The following questions, in spite of my 
exertions to keep my mind upon the preacher, 
pressed upon me and demanded an answer. 

1. Has God a purpose? Ans. He has. 2. What 
is his purpose? Ans. Paul. “ Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure, which he hath PURPesED in him- 
self, that in the dispensation, of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one ax things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth even in him.” Ephes. i. 9,10. Paul assures 
us, that God has purposed the salvation of all men: 
Our Calvinistic preacher assures us, that God will 
damn the whole world, rather than permit any of 
his purposes to fail. Shall we infer from this, that 
this disciple of Calvin is a Universalist? No! For 
he immediately declared, that God has purposed 
only the salvation of his “dear elect.” How he 
knew this, he did not say. I presume, however, 
that John Calvin, or some of his adherents, had 
told him so. Here we have the Calvinistic senti- 
ment in all its fame, beauty and variety. One of 
Calvin’s disciples has boldly declared, that God 
determined to damn a certain part of his offspring, 
and save the remainder. What a God is here 
presented for man’s contemplation? Does the 
Devil desire the endless damnation of his chil- 
dren? (and he has many of them according to 
Calvinistic and Arminian theology,) No! he does 
not. And yet God, by this cruel doctrine of John 
Calvin, is represented worse than the Devil. 

The preacher was not only guilty of attributing a 
cruel disposition to God, but of contradicting the 
sacred testimony. Itcannot be that this man was 
ignorant of the passage quoted from Ephesians. If 
he was, he is not fit for a minister. And if he was 
not, he is guilty of gross perversion, and wilful 
misrepresentation : we can only say, to you will the 
plagues written in the Book which you perverted, 
be added. Therefore TREMBLE! 








In speaking of regeneration, he said, that it was 
exclusively the work of God. That he did it freely, 
and that all the efforts of the unregenerate to effect 
regeneration would avail nothing. There are so 
many inconsistencies in the doctrine of Calvin, that 
it is difficult for his disciples to proceed far upon 
any point, without multiplying contradictions. This 
preacher has abundantly confirmed this declaration, 
for he immediately called upon all the unregene- 
rate to seek for, and obtain by their exertions, the 
renovating influence of the Holy Spirit. Now, 
this is saying, plainly, “You can and you can’t,” 
&e. I never knew little children to talk more con- 
tradictory when they wished to screen their backs 
from the lash, than did this preacher. 

Again. He said, speaking of a change after death, 
“That neither the purifying fire of hell, nor the 
mercy of God, could change the soul after death.” 
How he knew this, he did not say. A part of this 
it is believed was intended for the Roman Catho- 
lics, and a part for the Universalists. The apos- 
tle informs us, that by the mercy of God we are 
saved, and that a knowledge of this salvation was 
communicated by Jesus Christ. If this knowledge 
is not communicated to all men in this life, it 
clearly follows, Jesus Christ being the Saviour 
of all men, that it will be communicated in the life 
to come. Before I can believe that the mercy of 
God cannot, or will not, change men, or bring them 
from darkness to light, in the world to come, I must 
be convinced that he will not be the same merciful, 
kind parent, in that world, having the same desire 
for the happiness of his chidren that induced him 
to send his Son into the world to manifest his love 
for it. But we must to the point. 

This disciple of Calvin believes in a change after 
death, according to his own statement. He lamented 
his unworthiness to appear in the presence of God, 
on the evening referred to. He mourned his want 
of conformity to the precepts of the gospel, and 
imputed it all to his imperfection. Now this man 
said that he had been born again, and yet was not 
perfect. Yea, he moreover said, that he should be 
imperfect during his stay in this world. I wished to 
ask him when he expected to be changed? For he 
could not suppose that any thing unclean would 
ever enter heaven, when he had preached so long 
and so much against the idea. As for myself, I 
honestly confess that I am disgusted and sick with 
Calvinistic absurdity. Their contradictions should 
pass without my notice, did I not wish to transmit 
to generations yet unborn, Calvinism in all its pris- 
tine purity. 

ARCTURCS, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Epitor,—Sir, I would, through the medittm 
of your useful paper, call the attention of the public 
to a subject which [ have long waited to see an abler 


hand discuss. It is one which I should hardly dave 
approach, considering the prejudice, superstition, 
bigotry, and power of the religious world, had I not 
the love of truth for my main object, connected 
with the desire of contributing my mite to lead all 
to seerch for this divine principle, and also trusting 
for that charity to be exercised towards me, by my 
religious opponents, which “covereth a multitude 


’ Begging of them, at the same time, should 


of sins.’ 
this communication come within the reach of their 
inspection, and they discover any error in it, or any 
matter opposed to the principle of fair and honoura- 
ble search after truth, that they would, through the 
sane medium, exhibit to me and the world my er- 
ror. For I pledge myself, and every thing which is 
honourable in man, that as my aiin is to arrive at 
truth in its native purity and excellency, as soon as I 
shall be convinced in my judgment and understand- 
ing, both from reason and revelation, that my view 
of salvation in general, as well as this subject in par- 
ticular, is wrong, I will renounce and embrace that 
which shall appear more consistent with the princi- 
ple of Divine truth. Until then, surely, [ will be 
excused, even by my opponents, for advocating and 
enforcing my views of the subject which I am now 
to treat of. 

I need not inform you, Sir, that the religious 
world has left no means untried, and, to use a com- 
mon expression, “no stone unturned,” to accom- 
plish their object of establishing religious institu- 
tions of various kinds and characters throughout the 
world. It seems for this they haveremployed all 
their force and influence ; exhausted all their elo- 
quence and means; and have, I think, sometimes 
resorted to arguments to induce those to aid them in 
their undertakings, (which required some persua- 
sion,) which would have disgraced even a worse 
The two principal establishments which I 
shall notice at this time, are Foreign Missionaries, 
and, what is called, Theological Seminaries. But 
what I shall take the liberty to call Domestic Manu- 
factories of followers of Calvin and Arminius. The 
reason of my ealling them by this name, will per- 
haps appear, before I close. 

What a picture is presented to our minds, when 
we reflect upon the state of society at the present 
day ; compare it with what it was in days that are 
past ; and anticipate what it probably will be, pro- 
vided no change takes place, and the Governor of 
all worlds interposes not! To dwel! for a moment 
upon the ascendency which priestcraft has gained 
over the minds and purses of the community, con- 
trary vo every principle of reason and reveiation— 
also to look back a few centuries, and reflect how 
similar they were situated, and the use that was then 
made of this power by the ecclesiastics when they 
possessed it, and the question naturally arises, What 
is the reason we who differ in opinion from them, 
and dare to raise our Voice against their proceed- 
ings in our day, fare better at their hands, than 


cause. 





- es 
those who differed in opinion with them in forme; 
days, seeing that human nature is the same? | 
answer—There is one great difference, and it is ; 
that, I conceive, we owe our safety. (If it is adyyy. 


ted, that those whg are called religious in our day, 


are men, mere men, and [ take it for granted thi 
will be allowed ; for it is certain that human naty, 
In their day 
civil and ecclesiastical power was united, 


is the same now, that it ever was.) 
In Our 
day, it bas pleased the Governor of the Universe ¢ 
separate them, and however malice and reven, 

may rankle in the heart, it dare not display itself 

call us to the rack, or stake, because it cannot, 
however much they may think the cause of religion, 
or rather their cause, would be benefited, coy) 

they but get these Universalists punished, ay 

prevent them to preach any more * this name,” 
If we admit, (and I wish it may be admitted, jj 
but for argument sake, for I think it will be an eXpe- 
ditious way of discovering the danger of the pra 

tice,) that the cogitators and the present managers, 
and those who take an active part in these seimina 
ries, or domestic manufactories, are men, and ay 
liable to be actuated by the same motives as other 
men, such as selfishness, interest, love of popularity, 
&e. what alarming danger does not these institu- 
tions lead to? I mean danger, as respects all thos 
who differ from them. For I shall now undertak: 
to show, that should this practice continue, and 
they continue to gain an ascendency, as they have 
for some time past, over the minds and consciences 
of the community, the time is not far distant when 
we may expect to see the civil and ecclesiastical pow- 
er again united, unless God, the Sovereign of all, 
shall by his almighty power alone prevent. 

Look at it. Here are institutions founded | 
funds raised gratuitously, or which have been es- 
torted from those who were under the fear of goin 
to hell and enduring the pains for ever, if they di 
not contribute, and which are supported by the sam 
Young men from the four winds are sent 

They are generally in temporal eircun- 
stances poor, of course, dependent. Dependent 
upon the managers, (which, keep in mind, are men,; 
for an education. 


means. 
to them. 


The various motives which may 
actuate these young men in coming to these fuclo- 
Tam willing to 
When 
they arrive, there is a regular apprenticeship t 


ries, I will not attempt to explain. 
believe some come from motives of piety. 


serve, before they can be made acquainted with the 
different branches and mysteries of the trade. These 
are all acquired, however, as is supposed, by 
strictly obeying, and subjecting themselves to the 
rules laid down by their masters, or spiritual teach- 
ers in the mysteries of the kingdom. After being 
thus fitted and prepared for the promulgation ol 
the Gospel, (as it is called, but I should say, of Cal- 
vin’s Institutes,) they are sent out into the world to 
preach; to preach what? What is reasonable to 
conclude they will preach after being thus tutored ? 
They preach that which they have learnt, or been 
taught to preach by these men, while under their 
tuition, instead of preaching that Gospel which was 
preached by angels to the shepherds, or by God t» 
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Abraham. I think I should be justified in saying, 
they preach that which best comports with their 
owen interest, or the interest of their teachers. For, 
Sir, it would not take me long to produce those of 
their own sect who have said, that they preached 
for years before they knew what it was to be con- 
verted, or born again. What wickedness! What 
consummate hypocrisy is this, to send out, and for 
these to go out into the world, to preach the Gospel 
to every creature! To preach life and death, and 
instruct sinners in the way of salvation, when they 
acknowledge they were ignorant of the way them- 
selves! This is “ the blind leading the blind,” with 
1 witness. 

Acain. We see, from this view of the subject, 
in what the danger lies, and how their influence in- 
creases. What indigent young man could receive 
his education from these men, and not feel grateful 
fur it! Feel himself bound by every principle of 
cratitude to aid and support these men in their in- 
stitutions, by every means in his power, especially, 
as he conceives his duty to God and man requires 
him te do it; and he, blinded by the thick film of 
prejudice, sees not his error. Thus we see, every 
young man turned out of these factories, adds one 
tothe number of those who are gaining insensibly 
upon society, and also to ecclesiastical government. 
This is not all; our country is now, in many parts, 
entirely destitute of preachers of any kind. And as 
they are now manufacturing, as it were by whole- 
sale, at these establishments, they will soon be able 
to send to every town and village. And as the 
habit of the people is too much to take for truth, 
whatever is said by those who come clad with such 
withority; taking imto account the influence 
which each individual has who is turned out of these 
factories, how long, think you, at a moderate cal- 
culation, will it take, should things go on as they 
are, and have done, for some time past, for these to 
gain acomplete victory, not over death and hell, but 
over the minds and consciences of the people ? 
Thus will they cause the people to forge their own 

hains of servitude and misery. For it is from those 
vhom they denounce that they obtain no small 
portion of their funds for keeping their manufac- 
tories in active operation. Should this be the case, 
(which God of his mercy forbid,) that ecclesiastical 
and civil power should be again united, when it 
vould be in the power of the bigot and enthusiast 
‘ohale to judgment and to death, those who could 
not subscribe to their creeds or articles of faith, 
what would be our condition, and the condition of 
our children, under such a government, let past ages 
intorm us, when this was the case—Let the agonies 
experienced on the rack, and the groans of those 
who suffered the excruciating tortures of the stake, 
lurnish an answer. One which will sink deep in 
our memories, and excite us to our duty, to oppose 
every thing which looks like priest-craft, or a de- 
sire to suppress liberty of conscience, liberty to 
speak the setitiments of our hearts, and liberty to 
pen, fair, and public investigation. 

I had intended to have said something on the 
practice of foreign missionaries, but I find I have 





already swelled this communication to a greater 
length than I contemplated. However, should vou 
think the above remarks worthy a place in your 
paper, it is probable they will be followed by some 
on the practice of sending means out of the country 
in which they are raised and wanted, to countries 
where they are worse than useless ; and which, had 
they been appropriated at home, in a judicious men- 
ner, the fruitless sighs and anxieties of many a des- 
titute widow had been suppressed, and the wants of 
many an orphan had not been known. 
I am your friend and subscriber, S. P. 
New-York, Mug. 18, 1822. 
a 
SIN AN INFINITE EVIL. 
(Concluded from p. 114.) 
Now let us try the proposition of sin as an infinite 





evil, by way of comparison. 

Firstly. 
ness now, than there was when Abel offered a more 
acceptable sacrifice than Cain? I think no one 
Why? Because holiness 
Then is there any more sin 
now than there was when Cain slew Abel 2? Doubt- 
Then it is, 
because sin is not infinite. Let us examine the 


I would ask, if there is any more holi- 


will say that there is. 
before was infinite. 


less all will answer in the affirmative. 


question in another way, and say, that every sin is 
an infinite evil, and the penalty an infinite punish- 
ment, adjusted to every case at the day of judg- 
ment, and the culprit still sinning on. Must there 
not be frequent reckonings or sittings in judgment, 
that justice may have its exact demands ? 

We read that Christ came into the world to de- 
stroy the works of the devil. But if one sin is in- 
finite, let the elect tremble, for the work can never 
On this point [leave them to 
suit themselves in their own conclusions, if possible. 
But if the objector would shift his position, and say, 
that sin is not infinite in circumference but in dura- 
tion, like a line infinite in length, &c. this, how- 
ever, will not remove the dilemma; for it amounts 
to the same thing, admitting an endless number of 
cases, infinity must be filled with those black par- 


be accomplished. 


allels. 

A few observations will make it evident, that the 
For it 
cannot, with propriety, be attached to any thing 
that hath a beginning, or end. Infinite hath neither 
And sin, as an evil, being compa- 


term infinite is misapplied to sin as an evil. 


end nor bounds. 
red to a line, in length or duration, can in no sense 
be infinite, because it had a beginning, or stait.ng 
point, and must also have an end, or point of pro- 
gression. Therefore, so long as endless, or eternity 
endures, it cannot be said that the line is either in 

finite in length, or duration. Sin is not boundless 

because it had a beginning, and in that way was 
hounded ; and it is bounded also by the heaven of 
holiness; so that sin is not an infinite evil in e:her 
of these ways considered. We have no evidence 
that sin hath ever existed in any other world but 
ours, or ever will; and this globe being a mere 
speck in creation, We have not the least an lority 
for the belief of the do 


‘trime Wide eXalil 1110N. 
It must first be proved that sin hatn an infinite roof, 
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or principle, before it can be proved to be an infinite 
evil. For infinite cannot spring from a finite 
source. I will illustrate these observations, and 
show, by example, the absurdities arising from the 
misapplication of the term. 

S. and R. were twins ; educated alike, and lived 
and sinned together, until their final separation by 
death, which was by lightning from heaven. But 
S. being elected a saint, had repentance given him 
in his last moments, and was translated into infinite 
blessedness. It will readily be perceived, that there 
was then an infinite difference between S. and R., 
who lived and agonized a few hours after his bro- 
ther, and expired. But R. being a réprobate, was 
sent down to infinite misery. Who is there but 
must see that such a case would produce a double 
infinite. For while R. lived and S. was in heaven, 
there was an infinite difference in their allotments. 
But after that, R., the reprobate, was sent to an in- 
finite punishment in hell; there was a second infi- 
nite added to the first; which proves that the word 
is somehow misapplied. For we often hear state- 
ments made, and awards, similar to those above-men- 
tioned, of infinite happiness given on the right 
hand, by those who judge before the time, and infi- 
nite misery on the left, and the generous Doctor 
standing demurely ‘etween the two infinities, sup- 


posing that all is correct. 

I will quote one instance from Scripture, where 
all, I think, will allow, that the word infinite is 
misapplied. 
were his strength, and it was infinite.” 


Nahum. iii. 9. “ Ethiopia and Egypt 
But the 
strength of those nations was broken long ago; and 
the error in the term hath happened by transcrib- 
ing, or translating. 

The speech of Eliphaz, the Temanite, to Job, I 
think, is not less erroneous. “Is not thy wicked- 
ness great, and thine iniquities infinite?” But 
Eliphaz having made no pretence to inspiration, 
this unreasonable part of his speech can be of no 
authority. For it is not possible for a man in this 
short life, let him be ever so industrious, to commit 
sins infinite in number, and if they were infinite in 
magnitude, it would be difficult to‘understand how 
Job should be a man perfect and upright. Isaiah 
xl. 2. “Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
say unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that 
her imiquity is pardoned ; for she hath received of 
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” If sin is 
an infinite evil, and requires an infinite punish- 
ment, it was not possible for the people of Jerusa- 
lem to receive double for all their sins in the course 
of seventy years, or any other given time. It is 
said in the word of God, that the “ wrath of man 
shall pfaise him, and the remainder he will res- 
train.” Hence we learn that sin, or the wrath of 
man, is bounded. It cannot therefore be infinite. 
Now to bring the subject to a final conclusion, and 
give my Opponent an opportunity of choosing his 
own alternative, I will allow him to say, that sin is 
an infinite evil, and that Divine justice requires the 
infinite punishment of the sinner, or an infinite 
good as an equivalent. Then let us take these two 
weighty matters to the sanctuary, where justice re- 


quires an even balance. Say, that infinite evil \, 
in one scale, and in opposition let Jesus Christ be 
considered as the infinite good. Is the balance 
even? Dare any one say that it iseven? How, 
then, shall the balance be made to preponderate ? 
I will tell you; when one infinite shall abound 
much more than another. 

I shall now try the question more particularly by 
the elements of Calvinism. It is said that sin is ay 
infinite evil, because committed against an infinite 
law. And is not the law eternal and unchangeabje 
also? Then it may with much propriety be said, 
that sin, as an evil, is infinite, eternal, and un. 
changeable, because the law, against which it js 
committed, is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable. 
All which attributes are blasphemously applied to 
sin, when used in any other sense than by way oj 
investigation. [ think it is not possible, according 
to the doctrines of Calvinism, for sin to be an ey’ 
at all. For God hath ordained for good every thing 
that comes to pass! And there not being any thing 
ordained for evil, there cannot any come to pass. 
If God, for his own glory, hath foreordained what. 
soever comes to pass, then the glory of God mus 
be an infinite good. And if sin hath come to pass, 
it cannot be an infinite evil; for it is for the glory 
of God, which is an infinite good. To say that sin 
is an infinite evil, blasphemously implies that the 
glory of God is an infinite evil, because that sin was 
foreordained to accomplish the glory of God, which 
is an infinite good. If God for his own glory, hath 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass, the désign, 
andend must be good, which is said to sanctify 
the means. Then, so far is sin from being an infi- 
nite evil, according to Calvinistic principles, it be- 
comes a sacred thing, beimg sanctified by the end 
and design of him who worketh all things for his 
own glory. Now, however horrid these things may 
appear, they are the results and consequences, 
spontaneously flowing from Calvinistic principles. 

S. M. ROSE. 
——- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Epitor,—I have perused with pleasure 
your remarks upon a former communication, and 
with respect to many points upon which I there 
touched, I find myself perfectly satisfied. But the 
main question is with me, yet undecided. If we 
are Christians of any denomination we must believe, 
or at least, we cannot deny, that those who are sa- 
ved, are saved by the merits of Christ ;—that the 
atonement made by him satisfied the justice of 
God—the punishment for sin being actually inflict- 
ed*upon the transgressor ;—Christ being so com- 
pletely identified with all mankind (say Universal- 
ists, with believers, say their opponents,) that no 
further demand can, consistently with Divine jus- 
tice, be made upon the sinner, who is thus united to 
Christ. Now taking this as the belief of all Chris- 
tians, (I conceive it to be so,) the point in issue be- 
tween Universaiists and their opponents is, Will all 
mankind be made happy immediately after death, 
or will all misery cease with this life in consequence 





of the death of Christ ?—Yes, say the Universalists— 
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No, say the other denominations. As it is not my 
‘ntention to depart from the character in which I 
first appeared, viz. that of a candid, unprejudiced 
inquirer, until full conviction shall decide my 
doubts; I crave your patience, and your permission 
to propose a few queries relative to the point in 


juestion. 

1. Are there not passages of Scripture, which 
seem incapable of any other interpretation, than as 
threatening a state of punishment (either temporary 
or eternal,) beyond the grave ? 

2. Is it not as inconsistent with the justice of 
God, to permit misery and affliction in this life for 
sin, (if those sins are atoned for by the death of 


Christ,) as in the life to come ? 
CanDIDUs. 


(To be Continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Our correspondent, Candidus, has given an ex- 
pose of what he considers the ultimatum, in faith 
and doctrine, of Universalists and their opponents. 
Considering this investigation to be very important, 
we think it expedient to noti¢e this, and point out 
any errors Or incongruity which might mislead 
Candidus or the reader. If we understand Candi- 
dus, he says, all Christians believe that “ Christ sat- 
isfied Divine justice, and no further demand can be 
made upon the sinner, who is thus united to Christ.” 
Now, we request Candidus to recollect, that we be- 
lieve that Divine justice required the reconciliation 
of allmen to God. Not asacrifice to reconcile God 
to man. Farther, that we are not to be identified 
with supposed or real opinions which we do not 
avow nor advocate. Requesting Candidus and the 
reader to keep a steady eye upon his first para- 
graph, we proceed to notice his queries. 

“1, Are there not passages of Scripture, which 
seem incapable of any other interpretation, than as 
threatening a state of punishment (either temporary 
or eternal,) beyond the grave ?” 

Answer. NO! 

“2. Is it not as inconsistent with the justice of 
God, to permit misery and affliction in this life for 
sin, (if those sins are atoned for by the death of 
Christ,) as in the life to come ?” 

Ans. YES! Now, “here’sthe rub.” Candi- 
dus will please to answer all questions, proposed by 
himself, not touching our faith. We are not ac- 
countable for the opinions of mankind generally. 
Therefore, if Candidus never believes, or if he looks 
to the reconciliation of absurdities as the time when 
he will conform to our opinions, he will never alter 
his present sentiments from any influence of our 
principles. We never could, nor do we expect to 
be able to accommodate truth to error, and amalga- 
mate the greatest contrarieties. The subject at 
issue is between Candidus and the religious world 
generally, We have no part nor lot in this matter. 
Our God, whom we worship, is unchangeable! He 
never required any sacrifice to propitiate him. His 
justice remains always the same. He is “ Asust 
God and a Saviour!” His demands, and the de- 
mands of his yusTicE, are now, and will remain, 
co-eternally the same with his being. Our con- 





viction of this truth is too strong to be shaken by 
any thing short of the power of Omnipotence! If 
we are correct, and we believe we are, no power 
can subvert this truth. It is built on the Rock of 
ages—identified with every attribute of Deity, and 
“ His glory he will not give to another, nor suffer 
his faithfulness to fail.” 

Candidus is requested to review his premisses. 
Let your second quere be associated with the sen- 
timents promulgated in your first paragraph. Christ 
has satisfied the justice of God, and no further de- 
mands can, consistently with Divine justice, be made 
upon the sinner. Please to answer—If any further 
demands are made upon the sinner, where is Divine 
justice ? Who makes the demand ? and what cor- 
rect rule or principle can permit the demand to be 
made, when Divine justice will not authorize it ? 
These are questions which our opponents must an- 
swer. 

We, however, agree with Candidus, that “ we are 
saved by the merits of Christ.” Let this matter be 
understood. Much is said about the merits of 
Christ ; mankind have technical terms which are 
sometimes misunderstood by themselves and oth- 
ers; we, therefore, to arrive at any thing like know- 
ledge, must know the meaning of the words we use. 
What, then, are we to understand by the merits of 
Christ? Where is his pre-eminence? Let these 
questions be answered, agreeably to Scripture, rea- 
son, and common sense, and the difficulty vanishes. 
Every valuable qualification of mind and body is a 
merit. Christ, contrasted with mankind, was pre- 
eminently distinguished. Man was ignorant and 
went astray. He was lost! Where? In the wilds 
of iniquity. He forgot God. Death was the conse- 
quence. Destruction was in his way, and the way 
of peace he has not known. Man needed a salva- 
tion from these evils. Evils, which were a conse- 
quence of his ignorance, &c. and required no decree 
of Deity to make them evils, or to generate and ap 
ply a penalty. These are the demerits of man. 
Christ was endued with the wisdom of God. With 
that wisdom which is from above—* which is first 
pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy, and good fruits, without partiality and with- 
out hypocrisy.” Christ never went astray. He 
never forgot God. Salvation was in his way, and 
the way of peace he knew. And when he was slain 
by wicked hands, 

“ He burst the bars of death, 
“ And triumph’d o'er the grave.” . 

These are the merits which confer salvation on 
guilty man. We shall rise in his image, incorrupt- 
ible, immortal, and glorious. (See 1 Cor. xv.) But, 
to impute these merits to man, and man retain his 
ignorance, Walk in the way of destruction and death, 
would be the same asto impute health to a man 
when a fever is preying upon his vitals, and hurry- 
ing him to the grave. To be saved by the merits of 
Christ, we must participate with him, in the actual 
enjoyment and benefit of that Spirit, which is life, 
and li¢ht, and love. With that Spirit, which shall 
be poured upon all flesh, which is the Spirit of the 
living God ! (To be continued.) 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Dear Str,—A letter which I received yesterday 
brought to mind a communication intended for the 
Gospel Herald, and sent to you last October. It 
was enclosed in the package you did not receive, in 
company with several other communications. The 
purport of it wasthus: ‘That it was evidently im- 
proper for two writers in one paper to adopt the 
same signature, unless by mutual approbation. You 
will recollect that a writer in the Herald has adopt- 
ed my signature, without expressing my sentiments. 
I am a Universalist, he is not ; and as the reader has 
no rule by which to distinguish between us, it is fair- 
ly to be presumed that one writer is the author of 
all pieces under that signature. Mine, to be sure, 
are dated Albany, but a stranger would hardly no- 
tice this, or if he did, would presume the omission 
purely accidental. I think confusion might grow 
out of this system, and you will undoubtedly pre- 
vent the recurrence of a similar circumstance in 
future. Yours in the Gospel, 

MENTOR. 

Albany, July, 1822. 

-Vote.—For the future, to prevent a repetition of 
the evil complained of, Junior will be added to dis- 
tinguish, should it be necessary. The communica- 
tions containing the signature spoken of, are to be 
found only in the Second Volume. Ep. 

nent 
EXTRACT 
From a Letter from Daniex Upson, a preacher of 
the Gospel of Christ, dated Hornevusvitte, 

Steuben County, (NM. Y.) &c. 

“1,” says Mr. Upson, “have been enabled to 
preach every Sabbath since last fall, without asking 
or receiving any reward, save the reflection of do- 
ing good, according to the measure of ability which 
God has given me. I have preached in four differ- 
ent towns ; where, notwithstanding the country is 
new, and thinly settled, I, of late, have crowded con- 
gregations. A spirit of inquiry is abroad in these 
parts, in a very unusual manner. In the vicinity of 
my residence, Baptist missionaries, about one year 
since, came, and drew the greater part of the people 
after them, into the water ; and although the coun- 
try is newly settled, and the embarrassments of the 
people great, yet these reverend gentlemen have 
kindly disburdened them of part of their money, 
grain, pork, sugar, &c. &c. 

One year since, the people would not suffer me 
to preach among them; but now many of them are 
not only willing to open their doors to me to preach, 
but, by the goodness of God, are willing to hear. In 
March last, a proposition was made to form a Soci- 
ety, and although Baptists and Methodists opposed 
with all their might, some of whom propagated and 
circulated the most infamous calumnies against the 
disciples of the God of truth, eighteen persons came 
forward boldly, and signed our articles, covenant, 
&e. Last Sabbath eight more were admitted ; and 
numbers stand on the threshold. 

As soon as one of the Baptist persuasion avows 
his belief in the doctrine of “the restitution of ali 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of ail 





his holy prophets since the world began,” he is jm. 
mediately excommunicated for a heretic! And my 
soul says, Amen. “ For the way they call heresy, so 
worship we the God of our fathers.” 
Danie Upsoy, 
—_<>—— 
From the Columbian Star. 

ORIGINAL SIN. 

How came sin into the world? It is a twin ele. 
ment, coeval with the good principle, and eternally 
at war with it, say the Magi of the east. 
ated in the brain of our wayward mother from the 
fumes of the forbidden fruit, say some. Most peo. 
ple suppose it the invention of the devil, whil 
many think it grows as naturally in the soil of the 
human heart as weeds in a garden. 

A few Sundays since, I was entertained, or rather 
detained, at church, a long hour, by what I suppose 
the preacher believed an ingenious discourse on 
this subject. After returning from the house of 
worship, I went to take a walk in the fields, and 
give myself to meditation on the subject just dis- 
cussed. I had no improvement or practical appli- 
cation of the discourse from the desk. Indeed, ] 
did not conceive how it could admit a rational one. 
I was totally ignorant how a deep, intricate, and 
sophistical replication to the questions—* Who is 
the author of sin? How came it into the world? 
Are men punished for Adam’s sin ?”’—could con- 
sistently be applied to the hearts of sinners, or in 
the least have a tendency to awaken them to tly 
great concerns of elernity. 

Happily an improvement both rational and perti- 
nent occurred tome in my walk, which I was per- 


It origin. 


suaded would well answer for every sermon whicl 
ever has been, or may be preached on original sin 
[had not advanced far before my meditations wer 
interrupted by the elevated voice of my neighbour, 
a deacon, who had just retired from the same audi- 
ence with myself. His interesting and earnest tone 
of voice, made me conjecture his attention was a- 
rested from religious concerns to things neatc: 
home. Here I was not mistaken. 

I overheard a discourse, something like an alter- 
eation between the deacon, his sons and servants 
Some one had informed him that cattle had broken 
into his cornfield, and were making great ravages. 
His servants were ordered to make haste and turn 
them out and repair the breach. “ How came they 
there?” cried one. “ Which way did they get in?” 
cries another. “It is impossible—the fences ar 
good ;” says a third. “ Don’t stand there talking to 
no purpose,” cries the deacon with increased earn- 
estness. “ They are in the field destroying the corn, 
I see them with my own eves. Out with them 
speedily, and put up the fence.” As I approached 
him he began to be more calm. “ Your pardon, 
Sir—these fellows have quite vexed me. They 
make me think of our parsen’s sermon on the origin 
of sin—spending his time in needlessly inquiring 
how it came into the world, while he ought to be 
exhorting us to drive it out.”* “ Your observation 
is just,” said I, “and you directions to your set- 
yants contain sound orthodox doctrine—a goo 





THE GUSPEL HEKALD. 127 














practical improvement to the discourse we have 
heard to-day.” 

“ So the thought strikes me,” replied the deacon, 
“| will hint to our preacher,” “and I to the clergy 
in veneral”—* Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel,” &c. 

—_>—- 
From the American Watchman, published at Wil- 
mington, Delaware. 

« A Correspondent,” says the Editor of the Bos- 
ton Recorder, “ proposes that something should be 
done immediately, to induce the churches and reli- 
cious societies in New England, to employ those 
ministers who are already prepared to preach, that 
there are very many of this description—men of 
talents and piety—who cannot find employment.” 

We are happy to inform these New-England 
centlemen who “ cannot find employment,” that if 
it would not be “stepping out of their province,” 
to earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, they 
need not starve. The Lockport (N. Y.) paper con- 
tains advertisements for 1900 labourers, to work on 
the canal at that place, to whom 12 dollars a month 
will be paid. If they will apply it is probable they 
may “ find employment.” 

«* We rejoice that the minds of many are becom- 
ing too much enlightened, to suffer such falsehood 
tobe pilmed upon them, as that men whom God 
has sent to preach the gospel, “ cannot find employ- 
ment.” Plain Truth. 

—@j— 
DR. FRANKLIN. 

The following is the conclusion of a will made 
by Dr. Franklin, as early as the year 1757, on the 
eve of sailing for England; it has, we believe, never 
before been in print, and is now published as an 
additional proof of the pure sentiments and virtu- 
ous principles of that truly great man: 

“And now humbly returning sincere thanks to 
God for producing me into being, and conducting 
me hitherto through life so happily, so free from 
sickness, pain and trouble, and with such a compe- 
tency of this world’s goods as might make a reason- 
able mind easy; that he was pleased to give me 
such a mind, with moderate passions, or so much of 
his gracious assistance in governing them, and to 
free it early from ambition, avarice and supersti- 
tion, common causes of much uneasiness to men; 
that he gave me so long to live in a land of liberty, 
with a people that I love, and raised me, though a 
stranger, so many friends among them, bestowing 
on me, moreover, a loving and prudent wife and 
dutiful children; for these and all his other innu- 
merable mercies and favours, I bless that Being of 
beings who does not disdain to care for the meanest 
of his creatures. And I reflect on those benefits 
received with the greater satisfaction, as they give 
me such a confidence in his goodness as_ will, I 
hope, enable me always in all things to submit free- 
ly to his will, and to resign my spirit chreerfully 
into his hands, when ever he shall please to call for 
it; reposing myself securely in the lap of God and 
nature, as a child in the arms of an affectionate 
parent. B. FRANKLIN.” { Franklin. Gaz. 





BIOGRAPHY. 
The London Universal Theological Magazine, 
for November 1802, contains the following notice 
of Mr. N. Scarlett, whose translation of the New 
Testament is familiar to some of our readers. 

“Nov. 18. Mr. Nathaniel Scarlett departed this 
life, in the fiftieth year of his age. He received his 
education at Kingsford school, under the patronage 
of the late Rev. John Wesley, and was afterwards 
at Merchant Taylor’s school. He was, by trade, a 
shipwright; but leaving that employment, he be- 
came an eminent accountant; and contrived the 
Commercial Almanac. For many years past, the 
study ofthe sacred Scriptures was both his employ- 
ment and delight. Under his direction, and at his 
expense, atranslation of the New Testament was 
performed, from the original Greek, in the yea 
1798, end which has since been published under the 
name of Scarlett’s Translation; and noticed with 
approbation by the Critical Review for September 
of that year, and by the Monthly Review for Sep- 
tember, 1799. In 1801, he published a small quarto 
work, entitled “ A Scenic Arrangement of Isaiah’s 
Prophecy, relating to the Fall of Babylon,” &c. 
At the time of his decease he had written and me- 
thodically arranged a curious work, called The 
Millenial Age, intended to be published in twelve 
numbers, quarto, ahd embellished with many su- 
perb engravings, by artists of the first eminence. 
He was a man of unwearied industry ; of rational 
and unaffected piety ; of the utmost probity; and 
of extensive benevolence.” 

_ — 
EFFICACY OF COLD WATER, 
OR MODERN OPINIONS OF EPISCOPAL CLER- 
GYMEN. 

In our last Number we noticed the monstrous 
contradiction and absurdity contained in the XVII. 
and XXXI. Articles of Faith, of the Episcopal 
Church, &e. 
tive to regeneration, the new-birth, &c. 
head CarecutsM, is the following.— 

“* Quest. What is your name ? 

“Ins. N. or M. 

Quest. Who gave you this name ? 

“ns. My sponsers in baptism; wherein [that is, 
in baptism,) | was made a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and an inherilor of the Kingdom of 
heaven.”* 

Again. 
OF RIPER YEARS,’ 

“ Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that these 
persons are regenerated,” &c. &c. 

Is there a person living, who makes pretensions to 
rationality, who can believe that the Sponsers who 
officiate in conjunction with a man dressed in a 
long black silk gown, or white cambric or linen 
Srock, (as the case may be,) by sprinkling a little 
cold water in a child’s face, “ changes, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye,” the child thus sprink- 
led and maneuvered, from being the child of the 


We now notice their opinions rela- 
> 4 1 . 
Under th: 


Under the head “ Baptism or THOSE 


> we read— 


* The reader will please to compare this with the XVII 
Article, published in our last, and notice the wonderful 
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devil to the child of God? From being a member 
of the devil, to a member of Christ? From being 
an inheritor of the kingdom of hell, to an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven 2? Can any person of un- 
derstanding believe, that the sprinkling cold water 
in an adult person’s face, regenerates him or her, in 
the “twinkling of an eye?” The innocent child, 
ignorant of all that is passing, reposes in the arms of 
its nurse, as unconscious of these empty ceremonies, 
as the water and the basin. And the adult—can he 
or she believe the few drops of insignificant water 
will renew the whole man, and ensure immortality 
and glory ? 

We recommend to the Episcopal clergymen of 
this city, to examine their Greek Testaments, and 
Jearn the meaning of the original words rendered 
regeneration and born again ! 

Our columns are open for their defence, if they 
have any thing to say for themselves. 

—~>—- 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
(Gr ANOTHER VICTIM. ~} 

A Mrs. Stevens, of Groton, N. Y¥. committed 
suicide by hanging herself, on the 15th ult. She 
had been affected by religious impressions previ- 
ously to this time, and it is supposed she was in a 
state of mental derangement, which led her to com- 
mit the melancholy deed. 

. —»—- 
WINE WANTED! 

A missionary letter, published in the (Philadel- 
phia) “ Religious Remembrancer,” urges the people 
to “lay luxuries aside, until the heathen are sup- 
plied with the bread of life.” This letter adds, 
“ Religion is not very lively with us at present.” In 
the same paragraph we read, “Do persuade some 
of your rich men to send them (the missionaries,) 
a cask of wine!!!” To make religion a little more 
lively, we presume! 

He that hath eyes to see, let him see. 

—<j>—- 
CALVINISM IN CINCINNATI. 

A pamphlet of 56 pages recently reached this 
aity from Cincinnati (Ohio.) The writer, Jobn B. 
Smith, paraphrased a number of passages of Scrip- 
ture, in what he justly called, imperfect rhymes. 
He, however, unwittingly we presume, rhymed a 
very important truth, and one which saps the 
foundation of his favourite Calvinism ; as follows: 

“ But will not some unseen event 
His purpose change, from love to hate ? 
No! nothing has, nor can prevent 

His LOVE, or cause it to abate. 


Though by the fall, the human race, 
Are chang’d from happiness to wo, 

God’s nature, purposes, and grace, 
No shadow of a change can know.” 

Mr. Smith will please to admit, that “ God loved 
the world!’ And, that God’s purpose is declared 
(Ephes. i.) to be “To gather together in one ail 
things in Christ,” &c. Mr. S. can avail himself of 
the favourite subterfuge of Calvinists, when hard 
pushed, and say, “The elect are not of the world.” 
And he can enjoy the gratification arising from 





witnessing the harmony of his poetry and prose. 

and talk plain English to prove that God never 

loved the world, or that the elect are of the worl 

and the world of the Devil. ) 
—>— 

ANCIENT AND MODERN PHARISEEs. 
“ Of the hope and resurrection of the dead Iq», 

called in question.” Acts xxiii. 6. 

Paul, like believers in our day, “ was called jp 
question” concerning “ the hope and resurrection o; 
the dead.” Had Paul preached a resurrection anj 
no hope, for a large portion of mankind, we beliey, 
the Pharisees would have taken him by the hang, 
and caressed and employed him. But Paul, ty» 
to the message entrusted to him by his Divine Myx. 
ter, preached the doctrine of the resurrection of ol 
men in the heavenly image of Christ, incorruptible 
and immortal! We appeal to the reader—Are no; 
Universalists invariably called in question concerp. 
ing their hope, and resurrection of the dead ? Wou\; 
not servile timeservers of the present day, give thew 
the hand of fellowship, if they should preach , 
resurrection without hope, and consign millions tp 
a never-ending hell ? 

— 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
ADDRESS TO CALVINISTS. 
GOD has, you say, a two-fold will, 
One to preserve, and one to kill: 
That in his word to all reveal’d, 
This from the reprobate conceal’d: 
That would have all the fallen kind 
Repentance and salvation find ; 
To hell’s inevitable pains, 
This the far greater part ordains ; 
Compell’d to sin by his decree, 
And damn’d from all eternity. 
His written will to all displays 
Offers of life and pard’ning grace: 
His secret doth this life deny 
To most, yet asks, “ Why will ye die?’ 
His seeming will their good pretends, 
His real their damnation sends : 
Makes the devoted victims fit, 
And thrusts them down into the pit 
’Tis thusyO God, they picture Thee, 
Thy justice and sincerity ; 
Thy truth which never can remove, 
Thy bowels of unbounded Love : 
Thy freedom of redeeming grace, 
* Withheld from almost all the race, 
Made for Apollyon to devour, 
In honour of thy sov’reign power !" 
Ye weak, mistaken worms, believe 
Your God, who never can deceive : 
Believe his word sincerely meant, 
Whose oath confirms his kind intent : 
Believe Christ's tears: believe his blood - 
Both for a world of sinners flow’d : 
For those who nail’d him to the tree, 
For those who forg'd the dire decree, 
For ev'ry reprobate—and me ! 
—>—- 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

V, and Consistency are received. 
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